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IN RECOGNITION OF UNITED
COURT OF THE LONE STAR EM-
PIRE’S DALLAS CHAPTER

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the United Court of the Lone
Star Empire (UCLSE) in celebration of over 40
years of service to the Dallas LGBTQ commu-
nity.

The UCLSE is a chapter of the International
Court System, one of the largest LGBTQ orga-
nizations in the United States. In 1986, the
UCLSE hosted its first coronation and has
since worked tirelessly to serve those in the
Dallas Community affected by HIV/AIDS.

Members of the UCLSE have fiercely
served the LGBTQ community by addressing
the needs of those suffering from HIV/AIDS.
Due to the work of fearless LGBTQ advocacy
groups, like the UCLSE, they have made a
long lasting impact on the local community.
UCLSE serves to ensure that Americans of
any sexual orientation are treated fairly, are
granted equal access to healthcare, and retain
equal protection of their rights under the law.

The generosity of the UCLSE extends not
only to those fighting HIV/AIDS in North
Texas, but also includes a host of other orga-
nizations across the country. UCLSE bene-
ficiaries include the Aids Interfaith Network,
Aids Services of Dallas, the Greg Dollgener
Memorial Aids Fund, the Sharon St. Cyr Fund,
the Legacy Founders Cottage and Counseling
Center, and the Resource Nutrition Program.

Over the past 40 years, the UCLSE has
raised over $500,000 for its charity partners in
the Dallas area. In addition to its efforts, the
UCLSE also supports other local organizations
with similar missions and endeavors through
collaborative community efforts.

The UCLSE will honor the work of its inspi-
rational members in October 2017 at its XLIII
annual coronation in Dallas, Texas.

| honor the United Court of the Lone Star
Empire, an institution of the Dallas and Texas
LGBTQ community.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MICHAEL LIEBERMAN

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the contributions of an extraordinary individual,
Michael Lieberman, who in September cele-
brated 35 years at the Anti-Defamation
League. Over his 35 year tenure with ADL, Mi-
chael has made invaluable contributions to the
civil rights community on issues such as reli-
gious freedom, fighting anti-Semitism and all
forms of discrimination, and striking the right
balance between security and civil liberties.

As ADL’s Washington Counsel, his advo-
cacy for hate crime legislation is particularly
noteworthy. Michael worked to secure pas-
sage of a comprehensive federal hate crimes
law for more than 15 years. His leadership on
this issue was instrumental in the passage of
the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr.
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Hate Crimes Prevention Act, which was
signed into law by President Obama in 2009.
Michael also chairs the Hate Crime Coalition
for the Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights, the most important civil rights
coalition organization in Washington, and is
widely recognized as one of our nation’s fore-
most experts on hate crime laws.

As ADL’s point person on Federal and state
response to bullying and bias-motivated vio-
lence, Michael has participated in a number of
academic and law enforcement training semi-
nars on the subject—including training at the
FBI Academy at Quantico. He has written nu-
merous pieces on the issue, including training
manuals and articles for criminal justice and
civil rights publications. In 2015 he received
the Justice Department’'s 2015 Meritorious
Public Service Award for his leadership work
in building coalitions to combat hate violence.

Michael embodies ADL’s mission. He works
tirelessly to stop the defamation of the Jewish
people and to secure justice and fair treatment
to all. His entire career has focused on making
the world a better place for all individuals, re-
gardless of who they are or where they came
from. He is a remarkable professional, mentor,
and friend. Everyone that has an opportunity
to work with Michael is constantly impressed
by his drive and passion to make a difference.
His work at the League has made an impact
on countless lives, and we thank him for his
substantial contributions to the community and
our nation.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, due
to my attendance at an event off the Capitol
Hill campus, | was unable to make Roll Call
vote No. 545. Had | been present, | would
have voted aye.

———

RECOGNIZING TAIWAN NATIONAL
DAY

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 106th national day of Tai-
wan. The United States and Taiwan have en-
joyed a fruitful partnership for decades, and |
would like to wish the people of Taiwan a very
Happy National Day.

Our two countries’ partnership has flour-
ished thanks to a mutual commitment to
democratic values and constitutional govern-
ment. Through its many successful elections
and commitment to an open election process,
Taiwan serves as a strong example of democ-
racy for not only the Asia-Pacific region, but
also the world. Yet it is not just our commit-
ment to democratic and constitutional values
that ties our two countries together.

In 2016, Taiwan ranked as the United
States’ 10th largest trading partner and 8th
largest export market for U.S. agricultural
products. In fact, Taiwan is Minnesota’s 5th
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largest export market, with over $450 million in
exports sent to our friends in 2016. This is a
relationship | am proud to support and urge
my colleagues to find areas where our two
countries can partner to our mutual benefit.

The framework for the United States’ rela-
tionship with Taiwan, the Taiwan Relations Act
and the Six Assurances, were crafted almost
four decades ago, but our belief in their prin-
ciples remains resolute. With continued com-
mitment to this important relationship, | would
like to again wish the people of Taiwan a
Happy National Day.

———

HONORING THE NEW JERSEY
STATE CONFERENCE OF THE
NAACP

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the New Jersey State Con-
ference of the NAACP as it holds its annual
convention in the Township of Parsippany,
part of New Jersey’s 111th Congressional Dis-
trict. | am honored to have Morris County host
the nation’s oldest and largest civil rights orga-
nization. The New Jersey State Conference of
the NAACP is commended for bringing to-
gether advocates in one place under the
theme: “Relating to the Past, Understanding
the Present, Preparing for the future.”

The NAACP has more than 500,000 mem-
bers throughout the world serving as key lead-
ers in civil rights, campaigning for equal op-
portunity and conducting voter mobilization.
New Jersey, the nation’s most densely popu-
lated state, has 41 branches, 9 college chap-
ters, a prison unit, 15 youth councils, and 2
high school chapters devoting its time, through
volunteerism, to close the gaps of inequality in
the many social issues challenging us today—
health, employment, education, justice, media
and the environment. New Jerseyans are
working hard to ensure the legacies of the
great Civil Rights Leaders before us, live on.
Richard T. Smith, New Jersey’s NAACP Chap-
ter President, was just named one of New Jer-
sey’s “Most Influential African-Americans” in
South Jersey Journal. In Richard’s words, “we
will fight for freedom until all people have real-
ized the equal hand of justice.” With esteemed
commendation, | thank Mr. Smith for his lead-
ership and wish the New Jersey State NAACP
conference a successful convention and year
ahead.

By bringing together the state’s leaders in
education, religion, business, health care, pub-
lic policy, and social advocacy, the convention
fosters the very conversations we need to be
having in order to break down racial barriers,
move the nation forward and reach equality for
Americans once and for all.

—————

DEFERRED ACTION FOR
CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS PROGRAM

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, last month, the President made
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